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Abstract

In addition to structure, Kristeva emphasizes the two components of subject
and language to obtain meaning. Based on these two important components
of Kiristeva’s thought, which form the basis of the formation of
intertextuality, the discussion is examined in two axes. Considering that the
meaning is the result of cooperation and connection between language and
subject, what is the purpose of understanding the meaning of religious
propositions and basically the language of religion in both written and
spoken forms? Does intertextuality provide a way to understand the
meaning of the language of religion? As a result, we realize that the use of
intertextuality in the field of religious language cannot achieve a single
meaning due to the dynamics of the language and the subject of Kristeva’s
thought.

Keywords: Julia Kristeva, Post Structuralism, Intertextuality, Subject,
Meaning, Religious language.

!'. Research Paper, Received: 16/5/2022; Confirmed: 24/8/2022.

2. MA in Philosophy of Religion, Kharazmi University, Tehran, Iran,
(eshragh.fatemeh@yahoo.com)

3. Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Kharazmi University, Tehran, Iran,
(mahdi.ghiasvand@khu.ac.ir)



430/ Journal of Metaphysical Investigations (Extended Abstracts), Vol.3, No. 6, 2022-2023

Introduction

The main topic of the present article is whether the theory of intertextuality
in its classical form and narration formulated by Julia Kristeva, the author
of the word intertextuality - can be used as a way to understand the
meaning of language and religious texts? And that using intertextuality can
achieve a single, complete and final meaning? And assuming meaning,
what will be the state of objectivity in understanding the language of
religion and religious texts? We have also answered the question that by
emphasizing the intertextuality of texts, such as the dynamics and
continuous processing of texts, during intertextuality, can the meaning of
the text be equated with the author of the text? To gain meaning, Kristeva
emphasizes the two components of subject and language alongside
structure. Based on these two important components of Kristeva’s thought,
which form the basis of the formation of intertextuality, the discussion is
examined in two axes. Given that meaning is the result of cooperation and
connection between language and subject, what is the purpose of
understanding the meaning of religious propositions and basically the
language of religion in both written and spoken forms? Does intertextuality
provide a way to understand the meaning of the language of religion? As a
result, we find that the use of intertextuality in the Valley of the Language
of Religion cannot achieve a single meaning due to the dynamics of the
language and the subject of Kristeva.

From Kristeva's point of view, language is introduced as a signifying
process that is formed by two signs and symbols, and as long as the
language is related to a living being, which Kristeva introduces as the
subject of the speaker, it will be meaningful. While emphasizing the two-
way relationship between the language and the subject, she also insists on
the inseparability of the two and believes that the language will find
meaning by using the subject, and the subject will find identity by using the
language, and according to this, the speaking subject is the product of the
denotation process of language and as Language is composed of two
symbolic dimensions, Kristeva's emphasis on this two-way and inseparable
relationship means that the speaking subject is dynamic and fluid like
language, and according to Kristeva's interpretation, it is in the process, in
such a situation, the speaking subject, due to its dynamics and uncertainty,
and the stability of the mentality will use the language in a different way
every time and a different meaning will be obtained from the previous
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meaning, also considering the fact that the text as a part of the language in

Kristeva's view has an intertextual nature and is always being produced.

Subject and text as a form of language will always contain dynamic

meaning. The dynamics of language, text, subject and meaning in

Kristeva's intertextuality will have results that we will mention below.

- Lack of originality of language and text,

- Failure to achieve a single, complete and definitive meaning,

- The historicity of understanding the meaning of the language of
religion,

- Lack of objectivity of language and meaning.

Conclusions

In Kiristeva's post-structuralist thought, meaning is the result of the

cooperation of language and subject in addition to pure structure. Also,

Kristeva's emphasis on the two-way relationship between language and

subject and their inseparability, despite the dynamics of both, will have the

following consequences: lack of originality of language and text, Failure to

achieve a single and definite meaning, the historicity of understanding the

meaning of religious language, Lack of objectivity of language and

meaning. Therefore, the use of intertextuality in understanding the meaning

of religious language causes a lack of objectivity in understanding the

meaning of religious language and the negation of intertextuality as a

method for understanding the meaning of religious language.
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