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Abstract

The current study examines Plantinga's anti-evidentialist position through the
perspective of applied philosophy of religion, illustrating how epistemological
positions can have detrimental practical effects. The article's main claim is that
entering the postmodern era and distancing thinkers like Plantinga from general
rationality and lowering its standards, including the duty to ground claims on
sufficient evidence, has eventually caused reason to be excluded from religious
dialogue or to talk about a kind of regional rationality. The consequence of this
transformation is the obstruction of dialogue between followers of various
religions on the one hand, and believers and non-believers on the other, and
lastly, the deprivation of human beings of common and agreed-upon criteria for
criticizing each other's beliefs. When the issue of obstruction of dialogue and
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critique is combined with the fact that there is a close link between beliefs and
actions, the problem becomes even worse; because without general criteria for
criticizing beliefs, it will be impossible to criticize the actions resulting from
them, and all groups, including extremist groups, will be able to absolve
themselves of responsibility for their actions and justify their possible crimes in
practice.

Keywords: Applied Philosophy of Religion, Evidentialism, Extremism,
Plantinga, Postmodernism, Rationality.

Introduction

After the decline of the hegemony of the Enlightenment and modern rationality
and following the entering of the human postmodern era, thinkers from different
areas of knowledge decided to reconstruct and revive their weakened
standpoints. In the absence of the strict standards of modern rationality, one of
the areas its thinkers tried to repair their positions and confront the anti-religious
plan of the Enlightenment is the field of religious knowledge. Alvin Plantinga
(1932) is one of the contemporary philosophers of religion who has tried to
create a gap in the secularism prevailing in American universities by criticizing
some of the foundations of modern rationality. He is a defender of a branch of
religious epistemology called reformed epistemology. Plantinga's reformed
epistemology is mixed of common-sense realism and Calvinist theology.
Plantinga claims that belief in God is rationally acceptable without meeting the
standards of evidentialism and rationality of the Enlightenment era; because
religious belief has ground and warrant, and this is enough to be considered
rational. In the present paper, | intend to criticize Plantinga's anti-evidentialist
approach from the perspective of the applied philosophy of religion for its
practical consequences in the individual and social life of religious and non-
religious people.

Conclusions

It seems that Plantinga's anti-evidentialist approach blocks the way of dialogue
and criticism, and his method of defending the rationality of belief in God
ultimately justifies the possible negative consequences of other religious beliefs.
This matter when it comes to religions having social rituals and commends, the
situation will become more unfortunate. For example, if religious extremists
want to justify their beliefs by adhering to Plantinga's proposed method, how can



441/ A Critique of Plantinga's Anti-Evidentialist Approach.../ Narges Nazarnejad

we establish a dialogue with them and challenge their beliefs? Can't they, like
Plantinga, abandon general rationality and appeal to a kind of local rationality
and claim that their beliefs, in their religious society, are rational and there is no
need to justify others? What about the practical consequences of those beliefs?
Assuming the acceptance of Plantinga's proposed method and considering the
relationship between belief and action, is there a way to criticize the crimes of
extremist religious and non-religious groups?

In my opinion, philosophers in general, and philosophers of religion in
particular, should learn from history and pay serious attention to the practical
consequences of their philosophical views and don't think that their
epistemological duty is only at the theoretical levels and that they are not
responsible for the practical consequences of their thoughts. Since the
epistemological task of paying attention to the applications and consequences of
thought is common between religious and non-religious philosophers, the
necessity of the existence of something agreed upon by two sides seems obvious.
Here is where the return to reason seems necessary as the only arbitrator that can
still win the trust of different sides to a large extent, with the emphasis that we
are now at the threshold of the post-modern age regarding appeal to reason. It
means an era in which it is no longer possible to sanctify reason as in the modern
era, nor should one demean reason as in the post-modern era; rather we should
accept that reason, despite its limitations, is the only thing that can still bring
everyone around to a certain extent and encourage followers of other religions
and even non-religious people to discuss and mutually criticize each other's
beliefs and actions. These conversations will not necessarily lead to decisive
answers but will reduce the violence and extremism hidden in the views that
despise reason and deny the possibility of rational dialogue. As the last word, it
seems that from the point of view of the applied philosophy of religion,
Plantinga's method for deciding the properly basic beliefs, is an example of the
methods that are prone to justifying the beliefs and actions of religious and non-
religious extremist groups.
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