Kharazmi University

Biannual Journal of
Metaphysical Investigations,
Vol.3, No. 6, Autumn & Winter 2022-2023

Multiplicity and Unity of a Mankind
According to Ibn Sina Based on the Treatise ""Al-Adelle fi

Baga al-Nafse al-Natege""'

Muhammad Ja’far Haydari,” Muhammad Ja’far Jamehbozorgi"

One of the important issues in Psychology is the question of unity or
multiplicity of human population. There are three viewpoints concerning the
unity of nature, the plurality of nature and the grading unity of soul which
are as the result of the research of Muslim sages in this issue. According to
what is available as an official reading of Ibn Sina's philosophy In works
such as Al- Shifa, he raised the issue of the unity of type of human being and
believes that the soul, which constitutes the essence and truth of all humans,
is a single type and the difference between humans is only in the
complications and perfections of the second. Despite this, there are evidences
in some of his phrases that can be said that Ibn Sina has expressed the
different levels of human beings in two ways, through comparing of type and
grading unity. According to some statements in this treatise, Ibn Sina first
considers the relationship between soul and body as the relationship between
the levels of a single object, and secondly, considers human soul to have
different levels.
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Introduction

An important question in Islamic philosophy is whether human beings, based
on definition, after the occurrence and during the different stages of growth
and perfection, remain as one type that has a unified truth, and their
difference is only in obtaining the properties that they have during their
lifetime. Have they earned it or is it something else? Baghdadi mentions three
theories in Al-Matbar: First, they are all the same in terms of type and
essence, and there is no difference in nature, so that if there is a difference,
this difference is related to the characteristics and transverse conditions that
are associated with the souls, which are caused by external causes such as
the body and their relationships and what it is attributed to them or
accompanied by them, it becomes a part of them, the second is that all souls
are different essences and facts that do not have anything in common with
each other, neither in the general state nor in the form that some of them are
in common with each other, but it is in such a way that each breath has a
different nature from the other. The third state is that people are grouped in
different categories and groups so that while the people in one group are
common to each other, they are different from the other group at the same
time. These are the three types that people disagree about them. But most of
those who are famous for wisdom and philosophy accept the first theory that
all souls are united in truth and nature. But another group, who have no
originality in wisdom, have a view other than that of the sages.

Another point of view has been proposed, according to which the essence
and truth of human being is both the center of commonality and the center of
difference, the result of which is the belief in the unity of human souls. This
point of view is based on the authenticity of existence and validity of nature,
doubting the truth of existence and also accepting essential movement.

The central issue and the main question in this article is which one of these
mentioned views are based on the principles governing Ibn Sina’s wisdom?
The second question is whether Ibn Sina deviated from his earlier views in
his later works or not.

Ibn Sina has spoken about the unity of a human being in various positions.
He writes in Nafs Shifa: Indeed, the human form and human nature is a
nature in which all types of people participate equally and has a single limit
(Ibn Sina, 1375, p. 81). Also, in the position that tries to explain the
occurrence of the soul with the occurrence of the body, he introduces the
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human soul as united in type and meaning, and based on this idea, he
establishes the argument; to the statement that if the human soul has another
existence other than the existence of the accident with the body, it cannot be
multiple; Because the plurality will either be from the area of the essence,
which has been proposed, there is no plurality in it, and the unity of the
essence is the ruler over it, or the plurality is from the matter, while our
assumption is that there is no body and matter yet. Prominent commentators
of Ibn Sina’s wisdom, including Fakhr Razi and Khajeh Nasir, in their
description of Isharat, also state that 1bn Sina believes in the unity of a kind
of human being. Despite this, in Ibn Sina's works, there are sayings that can
be considered as proofs of denying the unity of a human being. In the final
paragraph of his treatise Al-Adalah fi Baga Nafs al-Natigeh, he mentions
another matter from which we can clearly accept the creation of the human
soul according to Ibn Sina: The Nafs Natigah (Intellectual Soul) due to the
fact that it is in charge of managing the body and is independent. The body
fulfills its duty, which is the creation of rational premises to reach the results
of wisdom. Because we do not claim that spiritual jewels are all at the same
level in terms of the honor of perfection, but we believe that just as Mullah
Aajh means the classes of angels are in different ranks, so also speaking souls
have different ranks and degrees.

Mulla Sadra, based on some evidence, did not accept the explanation of
existence in Ibn Sina's philosophy and interpreted the explanation in different
ways, as Ibn Sina himself in his debates explicitly talks about the authenticity
of existence and doubting the reality of existence. This skepticism firstly
refers to the objective truth of existence, and therefore, here too, it must
belong to the objective and external truth of the human soul, and secondly, it
includes a kind of unity in the same multiplicity. According to Mulla Sadra
himself, who has considered the Sheikh to be particularly skeptical, it is
possible to observe the presence of a particular kind of doubt - not in a
systematic way - in lbn Sina's philosophy, and based on that, the final
passage of this treatise can be considered as a proof of the unity of doubt in
the human soul. That is, humans do not have a kind of mutual unity, but they
have a constructive unity. In this way, all human beings are one type, but the
unity of a type in them is not equal in essence, rather, the unity flows in a
form of creation, and humans have a single truth, but they are of different
levels.
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Conclusion

From the analysis of Ibn Sina's expressions, especially from the final
paragraph of Risalah Al-Adelle in the survival of the soul, we can conclude
that what is original in Ibn Sina's philosophy is a kind of unity. In fact, by
taking the unity of a type seriously as a central principle in Ibn Sina’s
anthropology, from the final paragraph of the above-mentioned treatise,
neither the definition of a type of human being nor the unity of gradation can
be understood. Also, considering that 1bn Sina believed in the originality of
existence and doubt in the truth of existence, the promise to believe in a kind
of soul in his entire philosophical system cannot be justified.
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