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Abstract

Causality as an existential cause serves as a basis for Avicenna’s philosophy
and is one of the vital principles of philosophical and rational problems. As
a rationalist philosopher, Avicenna has proposed some new insights
including the idea that causality is based on existence. Proposing the
distinction between existence and essence, he has provided a new model for
the God-world relationship. He believes that the relationship between the
creator and the created can be explained by examining the causality
relationship. Among different causes, he prioritizes the efficient cause
(Agent) which makes things exist out of nothing. As to the God-world
relationship explanation, he argues that God governs the world of beings as
the cause of causes. As for its existence and non-existence, the Being as the
effect and the possible (non-aseity) needs a preponderance (Murajjih) that is
the cause of causes. Avicenna believes that God’s essential aseity entails
God’s necessitated existence. Not only he defines the dependency of the
caused on the cause as “the necessity by virtue of another” (Wujub Bilghair)
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or existential possibility in Sadra’s words, but he emphasizes the existential
relationship between the caused and the cause. Then he opens a clearer
horizon towards the primacy of being which had a great impact on Islamic
philosophers as well as Western philosophers like Thomas Aquinas.
Keywords: Avicenna, Cause, Efficient Cause, God, the World.

Research background

Avicenna follows Aristotle in the discussion of causality, but unlike him, he
believes in creation.

Explanation of the Principle of Causality

Avicenna believes that the relationship between God and the world is
through the necessary relationship between cause and effect. Avicenna's
theory of causation includes the definitions of material causality, efficient
causality, formal causality, and final causality following Aristotle's fourfold
division. Avicenna believes that the efficient cause grants existence through
the formal cause. In his Book of Healing, Avicenna speaks about the efficient
cause: "We mean by the efficient cause the cause that grants an existence
that is different from its essence.” In other words, one of the characteristics
of the first cause is that it must be an efficient cause and it is impossible for
the cause to be formal, final, or material. And whatever precedes all causes
in the universe of being is the efficient cause, from which the effect has
emerged.

According to Avicenna, there is no phenomenon without a cause. On the
other hand, the infinite regress is impossible. Therefore, the series of causes
must end with a first cause, which is called the Cause of Causes. In this
regard, Avicenna also believes in the existence of God as the first (creative)
cause. In the universe, there are series of causes and effects that finally lead
to the essence of the supreme and the transcendent, the very essence that is
the cause of creation for all things, and there is an existential connection
between the parts of Being because they lead to the supreme necessity. As
every incident that is found needs a creator, then the law of causality and
creating effects is one of the fundamental philosophical laws and a part of
the foundations and pillars of all sciences. Therefore, there is a cause that is
the beginning of all causes. In other words, the universe of beings is a cause-
and-effect system.

It can be stated that the effect is in need of a cause both in its existence and
its survival, and this issue has also been raised in Avicenna’s theory of
emanation. Looking carefully at the existence of cause and effect, we are
able to find that the cause does not have an independent and rich existence.
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Instead, it is identical to independence and richness, but the effect is purely

poverty and mere belongingness. As the ground for the need for a cause is

the poverty or the ontological relation of the effect, therefore, the mode of

causality and creativity between God and the created is an ontological

connection between pure poverty and pure richness. In this regard, Aquinas

also confirms that the created are the caused and believes in the existence of

a single efficient (God) throughout his writings.

During careful philosophical reflection, it becomes clear that:

- According to the principle of causality, no incident occurs without a cause

- According to the principle of homogeneity (Sinkhiyyat), it is not possible

that a certain effect can be emanated from any cause.

- According to the principle of necessity, everything that exists, its existence

has been a necessity, and everything that does not exist, its existence has not

been a necessity. Then it can be said that according to Avicenna, the creation

of the world was based on necessity.

Conclusion

Avicenna calls God the cause of the creation of things so this issue is noticed

by Western philosophers, including Aquinas. Avicenna, with the new

philosophical division of the existing into necessary and possible and

proving the inherent necessity of the possible to the obligatory, proved the

effective cause of creation and proposed a new model of the relationship

between God and the world. In such a way that all beings other than the

essence of the Supreme Being are possible and there is a necessary principle

between them as the principle of causality. But sages consider the necessity

of a cause as possible. While theologians consider the need for a cause to be

the criterion.
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