Biannual Journal of
Metaphysical Investigations,
Vol.4, No. 7, Spring & Summer
Kharazmi University 2023, pp369-407

Rereading and Criticizing the Reality of the Body from
Theological and Philosophical Viewpoints, and Introducing a
New Approach’

Mohsen Rahmani Zadeh,? Rouhullah Souri?
Abstract
This research with a descriptive-analytical method seeks to answer the old
question "What is the body?" This question has been a topic of debate in the
works of Ancient Greek and Islamic philosophical and theological scholars.
The aim of this research is to achieve a precise definition of the body in order
to obtain the conceptual foundations of various philosophical and religious
topics. For this purpose, the lexical definitions of "body" and then by
observing the chronological order of various scientific viewpoints, are
reviewed. The most important of these viewpoints are Democritus, the
Mutakallimun (theologians), and Peripatetic philosophers, Sheikh Ishrag,
and Mulla Sadra. After examining and criticizing these viewpoints, the
selected approach of this article will be presented: any entity possessing
extension, whether it is tangible or intangible, or whether it consists of parts
or is indivisible, is deemed a body, and from it the existence of the unit of
intellect understands Hylomorphism concepts, physical form, and kind.
Keywords: Body, Material, Hylomorphism, Material form, Substantial
form.
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Introduction

This research seeks to answer the main question "What is the body?" With a
descriptive-analytical approach, it examines and criticizes philosophical and
theological views in response to this question.

Necessity: What is the body is influential in various philosophical and
religious topics; For example, debates such as the negation of corporeality
from God, what is celibacy (non-corporeality) of the soul and intellect, how
to resurrect the body, what exemplary bodies, etc. are all influenced by the
discussion of what is the body.

In dictionaries, the word "body" is used to mean human and animal body,
corpse, or collection of objects (mass).

Different theories about the definition and truth of the body:

1) Atomism attributed to Democritus: The body consists of particles that are
invisible and indestructible due to their small size. Between these particles,
there is a distance (vacuum, empty space), and said particles move in this
distance, a movement that sometimes leads to a collision. The movement of
atomic particles is continuous [eternal]. Judgment about the correctness of
this view is left to experimental science. What this view expresses is not the
definition of the body; rather, it is an explanation of the structure of objects.
Therefore, it is also compatible with the definition of the body as a substance
extended in three directions (three-dimensional substance).

2. The view of Sheikh al-Mufid and his followers: The body is a long, wide,
and deep object. The structure of the body is composed of at least eight
indestructible and unobservable components. Evaluation: The correctness of
this definition should not be documented in conventional conversations; One
should not insist on the composition of the body on these small particles and
components, but these components themselves, which are three-dimensional,
can be an example of the body; The fact that these components are all of the
same gender cannot justify the realization of substantial form.

3. Peripatetic philosophy: the external composition of the body from two
substances called Hylomorphism and form. In the evaluation of this view,
the reasons for the presence of Hylomorphism and its form in the body were
rejected.

4. Shaykh Ishrag: In the book of Talwihat, he accepts the existence of a
Hylomorphism and denies the existence of a physical form, then in the book
of Hikmat al-Ishrag, he accepts the existence of a physical form but rejects a
Hylomorphism and a substantial form. The negation of the Hylomorphism
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and the form is acceptable, but the negation of the substantial form is kind of
distorted.

5. Mulla Sadra: Although the appearance of some of Mulla Sadra’'s words
agrees with Peripatetic point of view, his style is such that he presents his
opinion while accompanying the common point of view, Since she considers
the combination of matter and form to be a union, not a concrete one, it
cannot be accepted that he believes in the combination of matter and form.
6. Selected point of view: the object is a three-dimensional entity. Every
entity either has an extension (in three directions length, width, and depth)
or not. In the first case, it is called a body, and in the second case, it is called
a soul (immaterial). Now, according to the dignity of its extension, the
concept of physical form is abstracted from physical existence, and
according to its other actualities, the concept of physical form is abstracted.
But according to the direction of acceptance (power), the concept of
Hylomorphism is taken. None of these real concepts exist from the same
continuum. In other words, the mind abstracts existing qualities from the
simple external existence, none of which are independent objects to be
combined. Composition and compilation of components are not part of the
truth of the body (point of difference with the theologians). Therefore, first
of all, an exemplary body - if it exists - is a body due to its extension in
length, width, and depth. Secondly, being perceptible is not part of the truth
of the body, the body is not a tangible example; Thirdly, the composition and
external body, from the parts, is not part of the truth of the body, the body of
the smallest body - which must have volume and extension to make a
voluminous and continuous body - is the body itself, even if it is assumed
that it is not composed of parts. Stone, wood, etc., which have three
dimensions, are bodies, and each of them has many small and large
components. An example body is a body if it is assumed that it does not
consist of sub-atomic or non-atomic components. Because it has a triple
extension. The composition of the body from the matter, material, and
substantial form is also not a part of the truth of the body, whether it accepts
that the elemental bodies are a combination of matter and form or can have
such a combination, in any order, they extend, so they are a body. Exemplary
body, if it is fixed, it does not have matter, but it is three-dimensional, it is a
body.

7) After this, the views of some contemporaries, Ayatollah Seyed Reza Sadr
and Mesbah Yazdi were mentioned.
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