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Kierkegaard’s aim was to understand Christianity and act according to it. To
reach this aim, he first rejects official Christianity and then explains his
version of Christianity, that is, the genuine one. Official Christianity has
shown itself in the form of academic Christianity and ecclesiastical one. The
academic Christianity, whose leading figure is Hegel, on the one hand tries
to prove the Christian doctrines with rational arguments and make
Christianity reasonable, and on the other hand seeks to justify Christianity
with the help of historical evidences. The ecclesiastical Christianity, on the
one hand, has a collectivist approach towards Christianity and therefore
sacrifices the Christian individual, and on the other hand, transforms
Christianity into a social institution and by reducing it to some rites and
rituals tries to simplify Christianity. But genuine Christianity walks in an
absolutely different way. It rejects reason, collectivism and simplification
and puts emphasize on faith, individuality, suffering and passion.
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Introduction

Saren Kierkegaard loved the religious way of life but he didn’t pay attention
to religious traditions other than Christianity. Although there are some
remarks on Ancient Paganism and Judaism in his works, these religions have
strong relations with Christianity; Ancient Paganism, whether German or
Greco-Roman, was Christianity’s rival in Europe and Judaism was its
primordial religion with lots of influence on it. Therefore, Kierkegaard’s
remarks on these religions were due to Christianity but other religions such
as Islam, Zoroastrianism and Indian religions are ignored or rarely
mentioned. He loved Christianity but of course Christianity in the way that
he understood it. In the beginning of the Fear & Trembling, quoting from
Johannes de silentio, Kierkegaard complains that nobody in his time (modern
Era) does not stop with faith and so does not consider faith as the axis that
all the life should be shaped around it. As a result, faith lies in the heart of
his philosophy. He understands Christianity in his own way and is critical
toward everything that has named itself Christianity throughout the history.
In this essay, we will clarify the differences between his views and that of
the historical and official Christianity to know that what he does not mean of
Christianity and secondly, we will discuss those elements that constitute the
genuine Christianity.

Conclusion

Kierkegaard is amongst those philosophers who have defended Christianity
enthusiastically. Nevertheless, his main effort was not against the skeptics
and the atheists but against Christians themselves! In other words,
Kierkegaard tried to defend Christianity against those who consider
themselves Christians while their conception of Christianity has no strong
ties with the essence of Christianity and in many cases, there is explicit
contrast between their Christianity and the Doctrines of Jesus Christ.
Kierkegaard held that argumentative approach to religion, whether based on
philosophical speculations or on historical research, is totally wrong. He also
thought that organized historical Christianity, which is manifested in
different churches, is far from the teachings of the New Testament.
Consequently, He is the frank critic of both academic and ecclesiastical
approaches towards Christianity. On the other hand, he tried to show the
importance of feelings and emotions in genuine Christianity, therefore
according to him Christianity is personal, loving and passionate relationship
between the individual and the God which can be achieved by the imitation
of Jesus Christ. Hence the life of a true Christian is filled with pain, suffering,
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anxiety, humiliation, poverty and other unpleasant things but is also blessed
with faith, passion and salvation. From his point of view, only in this way we
can manifest our subjectivity since God merely enters a relationship with the
single individual. Kierkegaard’s project leads to a tough image of
Christianity which many people are not able to live in accordance with, but
everyone who undergoes it, can reach the shores of happiness and will be
freed from Nihilism.
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