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Obstacles Ahead Philosophy of Religion in Iran!

Qodratullah Qorbani?

Teaching and researching the philosophy of religion in Iran has faced many
challenges and obstacles for three or four decades up to now. Some of them
are as follows: 1. Atheistic, western, and Christian backgrounds of the
philosophy of religion have caused a kind of pessimism in Iranian religious
society. 2. No restraint of philosophy of religion towards theological
presuppositions of Islamic tradition that has led to critical approaches to
teachings of Islamic tradition, meantime, worries of some religious scholars
concerning spreading disbelieving in the result of developing the philosophy
of religion due to the role of its rational debates and taking critical or meta-
religious approach to religion, has its special importance. 3. Low levels of
people’s religious knowledge and dominance of imitation aspect of religious
beliefs that are led to more vulnerability of their religiosity due to developing
a philosophical approach to religion. 4. Theological presuppositions of
religious scholars that have been prevented from welcoming to philosophical
approach to religion. 5. Dominance of an exclusivistic approach to our
religious tradition has led to deny the merits of other religious traditions that
can be possible based on the philosophical study of religion. 6. Historical
dominance of jurisprudential approach in Islamic tradition and religiosity
that has been caused by the negligence of philosophical and rational
approach to religion and to reinforcing imitation of it. The result of the
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mentioned obstacles is the slow development of the philosophy of religion
and its thinkers to many problems and challenges regarding teaching and
doing research. Should be added to these obstacles the dangers resulted from
misunderstanding some subjects and questions of the philosophy of religion
which led to some religious deviations and striking people’s religiosity.
There are some ways to remove such obstacles. The best is to separate the
theological approach to religion from the philosophical one.

Keywords: Philosophy of Religion, Teaching, Research, Critical Approach,
Theological Presuppositions.

Introduction

Philosophy of religion as one significant branch of Western philosophy
during 100 years was born and developed in a Western Christian
background, especially through philosophical schools like Positivism,
Analytics, and Existentialism. Of course, before these philosophical schools,
there were some Western philosophers and approaches during the nineteenth
century, such as David Hume, Karl Marx, Immanuel Kant, August Kent,
Fruid, Darwin, and Hegel who had played vital roles in spreading
philosophical tendencies to religion which has been let to appearing the
philosophy of religion in the 20" century.

Regarding Iran as one of the Islamic nations, one virtue of the philosophy of
religion that has caused an increase our worry is its non-commitment to
theological presuppositions, including Islamic or Christian ones. All human
beings including theists” atheists and agnosticists can also have a
philosophical approach toward religion. It means that to study a religious
tradition, such as an Islamic one, philosophically, there is no need to believe
in its theological teachings, while studying its teachings is supposed by a
philosopher. On the other hand, there are some dominant elements of the
tradition of religious scholars of our society that prevent to
development of contemporary philosophy of religion. Some of such
elements are believing in the comprehensiveness of Islamic teachings by
considering the Quran and Islamic narrations, and that whatever is needed
concerning philosophical and so on thinking, including rational and
transmitted one, is given through the Quran and Sunnah.

As far as the philosophy of religion assesses and criticizes religious beliefs,
especially basic beliefs of religion, the outcome of such a struggle is crucial
and mostly effective. The philosophy of religion is concerns with some
significant issues like God, divine attributes, the problem of evil, religious
rationality, religious truth, human being salvation, the day after life, the
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meaning of life and so on that has its positive and negative results or useful
or harmful consequences for believers. In this case, a clear and exact
understanding of religious teachings without having any prejudice about
them is very important, while there are many Muslim believers who when
they are involved in philosophical questions about religion, have no
philosophical and rational correct understanding regarding their religious
teachings.

In responding to such challenges, one of the main problems concerning
contemporary Muslim thinkers’ confronting new questions of the philosophy
of religion is to transfer such questions to the theological realm. The outcome
of such a mistake is wanting theological answers to philosophical questions
of religion, while philosophical questions have wanted philosophical
answers, not theological ones. The reason for such a mistake is the possibility
of threatening believers’ religious beliefs through philosophical questions
about religion, although we can’t deny the possibility of such threats. Today
we are involved with many problems of contemporary philosophy of
religion, that directly or indirectly have concerned and maybe assessed our
theological system, and it is possible to weaken our religious beliefs and
cause unpleasant acts.

One basic act regarding removing obstacles ahead philosophy of religion is
to separate it from traditional and modern theology. The problem of our
society is that religious scholars and theologians take place instead of
philosophers of religion, and theorize and judge about philosophy of religion.
While the basic difference between the philosophy of religion from theology
and the separation of their duties, meanwhile, some commonality concerning
their subject matters and issues provides enough reason for their
independence from each other and the illegality of theologians’ interference
in the philosophy of religion. So far, philosophical conceptions are difficult
to understand and their misunderstanding may lead to mental deviation,
considering some harms of misunderstanding of main conceptions of the
philosophy of religion, it should its teaching be taken under epistemic
conditions. It means that students and researchers to learn and do research
on the philosophy of religion, should study the history and theories
concerning Western and Islamic theology and philosophy, and also have
knowledge about religions, logic, interpretation of sacred texts, and
mysticism. The other stage is taking a humble approach to the facts of
philosophical theories about religion, namely, we should accept that even
considering the comprehensiveness and truthfulness of our religious
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tradition, it is not completely known that our understanding regarding it is

completely right. Maybe our understanding concerning our religious

teachings has some shortcomings and needs some reforms in the process of

confronting philosophical theories and critics about our religion and religious

knowledge, we get some rational insights about them to reform.

As it was said we should consider the main philosophical confront with

challenges ahead of the philosophy of religion, that is, to prevent theological

and ideological approaches to it, since such approach prevents correct

understanding of philosophical challenges ahead of our religion and religious

beliefs. We should separate modern theology from the philosophy of

religion in our teaching and research activities, deposit the task of

philosophy of religion to philosophers, and invite theologians to do

theological duties not interfering with the philosophy of religion’s issues.
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