Biannual Journal of
Metaphysical Investigations,
Vol.4, No. 8, Fall & Winter 2023-
Kharazmi University 2024, pp 167-170

Mullasadra’s Viewpoint on the Art!

Seyyed Shahbuddin Hesseini?

Abstract

The main issue addressed in the present study is whether Mullsadra, as a sage
and philosopher, has a philosophical statement about art. The importance of
the discussion of art is such that it has been discussed since the time of the
early Greek philosophers such as Socrates and Plato, until the present time,
and reflection on the nature of beauty and art has been part of the
preoccupation of great philosophers. The Greek equivalent of art in ancient
Greece was techne; the word techne in ancient Greece referred to techniques
and crafts, both artistic and applied crafts. In this research, the thought of the
founder of sublime wisdom, Sadr al-Din Shirazi, is investigated with a
descriptive-analytical method based on the library method.
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Introduction

Although articles and books have been written on this subject which
generally emphasize that Mullasadra has not spoken about art or that art is
of secondary importance from Mullah Sadra's point of view, in this paper,
the aspects have been addressed that had not been noticed in the previous
research, and that is although Sadr al-Mutealehin did not speak about the
word art in particular. He discussed types of art such as music, poetry,
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playing the oud, architecture, painting, crafts, etc. He also pays more
attention to the basics of art and beauty. In some of his works, including the
seventh volume of Asfar and the book of Al-Mabda and Al-Ma'ad. Sadr al-
Mutealehin has discussed topics related to art and aesthetics.
Sub-questions

To answer the main question several axes have been taken into
consideration.The first axis is how Mullasadra’ views the nature of beauty
and the topics of ontology, epistemology, and aesthetics. The second axis is
that he pays attention to the art of architecture, music, painting, poetry, and
crafts, and in the meantime, his special view is on poetry and music in such
a way that he considers them two of the sensual perfections of a human being.
He also considers the creation of fine arts as the result of human beings’
fondness and love of beauty. The third axis is the effect of imagination in
creating an artwork, and imagination’s power in creating new forms through
combining mental forms in the mind. The fourth axis considers the caliphate
of man as a form of skepticism, and man, both perfect and imperfect, is God's
caliph on earth; although the imperfect human being is in the lower stages in
terms of perfection. Sadra believes that the artist in the lower levels is the
manifestation of the divine attributes and names. The Fifth Axis is about the
fact that we know there are views in art; the famous view among the early
philosophers is imitation, but Mullasadra pays attention to the theory of
imitation with the difference that he does not consider the creation of a work
of art as imitation of nature, but as a vicarious creation and an imitation of
the higher worlds.

Conclusions

Sadra has first discussed the nature, types, and quiddity of art, and has finally
paid attention to the rules and origin of art. Of course, it should not be
neglected that Muslim philosophers, especially Hakim Mullah Sadra, pay
more attention to aesthetic principles and the origin of beauty. In
Mullasadra’s view, art is a craft, and there is a similarity between nature,
which is God's act, and craft, which is man's act, because according to the
questioning of existence (skepticism about existence) and its levels, there is
no inherent difference between divine action and human action, but rather a
difference in levels. Also, from Mullasadra's perspective, since man is God's
caliph on earth, the caliph (man) has the attributes of whom he is the caliph
to, i.e. God. And qualities such as painterly, inventive, and creative have been
manifested in man, and these mentioned qualities originally belong to God,
and vicariously, to man. Based on this, the artist, being considered the



Mullasadra’s Viewpoint on the Art / Seyed Shahabuddin Hosseini /169

manifestation of divine attributes, has become similar to the origin, by the
production of artistic act, where he/she is linked with wisdom. An artist,
including a photographer, painter, sculptor, filmmaker, musician, visual
artist, and architect imagination, creativity, and invention are manifestations
of God, and such an artist has a genuine bond with wisdom.

In the view of Sadr al-Mutealehin, since art is an act derived from nature and
on the other hand the world beyond it, i.e. rationality, the work of art is also
a representation of the supreme truths of creation, in addition to the
representation of nature, according to the existence order of the creator of the
artistic work. He believes that an artist is a creator, creative, and inventor,
but the imagery, invention, and creativity originally belong to God and,
vicariously, to man. According to the imaginary perception and the
imaginary world, the artist seeks to know the world and reflect the truth.

On one hand, art has a close bond with wisdom, because although art is a
matter of taste and feeling, in addition to the fact that discussing and
pondering about the matter of feeling and taste is itself a wise-like and
philosophical discussion, art itself has also addressed the unraveling of
existence and reflection on its different layers and has expressed and declared
it, and with the phenomenological view of art, it has realized its various
arenas, including the cognitive (perceptive) field, the creative field, and the
aesthetic field, and also the meaning of wisdom is the knowledge and
understanding of the worlds of existence, including the worlds of kingdom,
celestiality, grandeur and divinity, and the worlds also possess beauty and
grace. According to the message, wisdom which is not to stop at tangible
beauty, but to reflect on the various dimensions and layers of existence, is
related to art. And of course, as sages and philosophers have said, wisdom is
divided into theoretical wisdom and practical wisdom; theology is a subset
of theoretical wisdom, and psychology is a subset of theology, and it
becomes manifested with art, which is the demonstration and emergence of
the name of imaginator, inventor, and creator, by man as the divine caliph.
According to Sadra’s sublime wisdom, the imagination is also the
approximate source of art, and artists, in their ways, are the manifesters of
the divine names and attributes, creativity, imagination, and inventiveness of
the Almighty.
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