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Abstract
Deleuze’s philosophical project begins with his reversal of Kant’s
philosophy. His unigue interpretation of Kant serves as the foundation for
his broader ontological framework. Throughout his works, Deleuze
consistently connects the concept of truth to other philosophical ideas, often
reinterpreting entire systems to reconstruct truth in innovative ways. Yet this
reconstruction always unfolds in dialogue with, and in critique of, Kant.
According to Deleuze, since Kant’s aesthetics has been marked by an
irreducible duality: on one side, it refers to sensibility as the condition for
possible experience; on the other, it refers to art as the expression of actual
experience. This split produces two competing “images of thought,” which
in turn give rise to two divergent conceptions of truth. In the first conception,
the faculties naturally and voluntarily orient themselves toward truth,
representing it as universal and general. In the second, thought emerges only
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when external forces disrupt the faculties, making truth the outcome of real
experience and the creation of something new. This study explores Deleuze’s
account of this dual concept of truth, situating it within his special
engagement with Kant, and clarifies how this framework enables the
production of the new.

Keywords: Idea, Thought without image, Dogmatic image of thought, Truth,
Deleuze, Kant.

Introduction

For centuries, human beings have sought happiness, often believing that its
key lies in the discovery of “truth.” In its classical sense, preserved since
Aristotle, truth was understood as the correspondence between thought and
reality, such that subjective meaning mirrored objective being. Many
philosophers, particularly Aristotelians, endorsed this view. But with
Descartes and the rise of modern philosophy, this interpretation came to be
seen as inadequate, prompting fresh attempts to redefine truth.

For Deleuze, truth emerges through a developmental plan of thought that
both continues and radically reworks the Kantian tradition. Building on
Kant’s critique of the conditions of knowledge, Deleuze reopens the
foundations of philosophy, inventing new concepts along the way. For him,
the central question becomes: How is the image of thought formed?
Addressing this question leads to further challenges: Can one think and act
on the basis of a pre-given image? How can we move beyond the structuralist
view that fixes form and meaning in advance? And how might we conceive
of pure truth or reason independent of particular experiences?

In posing these questions, Deleuze distances himself from postmodern
relativism. For him, truths are not equal, nor can the subject freely remake
the world at will. Instead, the problem of truth gives rise to two distinct
“images of thought.” These images, in turn, ground a dual conception of
truth. In Deleuze’s ontology of the image, images are not mere
representations; they shape both perception and the very fabric of life. Across
history, there have been multiple “images of thought”, Plato’s, Descartes’s,
the rationalists’, the empiricists’, yet all share a common presupposition:
they interpret truth under the horizon of representation and doxa. Kant stands
as the last representative of this lineage, which Deleuze diagnoses as the
“dogmatic image of thought.”

For Deleuze, the problem with this dogmatic image lies in its method. Truth,
here, is defined as an abstract universal law, grounded in presuppositions that
render thought normative and regular. This approach, rooted in the internal
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structures of thought itself, represents its greatest weakness: it assumes that
thought naturally tends toward truth, guided by a “light of reason” inherent
in the faculties.

Against this, Deleuze imagines the possibility of thought without image. This
alternative confronts thought with external multiplicities, producing
singular, problem-oriented, and difference-oriented truths. Such thought
challenges the rationalist form of truth and insists that truth’s highest
vocation lies in creating something new. For Deleuze, this creation can only
occur through the dynamic development of ideas and the free play of the
faculties. This research, therefore, aims to clarify the dual concept of truth
by reconstructing Deleuze’s critical engagement with Kant, while also
exploring the broader implications for his ontology.

Conclusion

In revitalizing the Kantian project, Deleuze sought to overcome the split
between sensibility and art by proposing an aesthetic grounded in the
philosophy of difference. This move enabled him to distinguish between two
images of thought and their corresponding concepts of truth. The dogmatic
image of thought presents truth as universal, grounded in common sense and
an innate love of truth. Here, errors are attributed to external contingencies,
leaving the presupposition of thought’s natural orientation toward truth
untouched. Yet this image fails, not because it denies difference, but because
it subordinates difference to identity.

In contrast, Deleuze proposes the possibility of thought without image. Here,
thought does not arise from an internal drive toward truth, but from
encounters with external forces that disrupt the faculties. In this context, truth
emerges as the creation of something new. Deleuze’s “transcendental
empiricism” shifts the ground of necessity from thought’s transcendental
principles to the confrontation with external multiplicities. The generative
conditions of sensibility are thus also the generative conditions of art. Art
does not represent the world; it produces sensations, synthesizing differences
into singular works.

In this reimagined critical project, Deleuze departs from Kant in two crucial
ways: rejecting universals in favor of immanence, and rejecting eternity in
favor of the new. These moves redefine the transcendental field as
problematic, differential, and virtual, a field that grounds experience not in
the merely possible, but in the real. Being itself expresses difference,
unfolding in problems that impel us toward solutions, from virtuality into
actuality. In this way, difference becomes the very condition of real
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experience and the central principle of Deleuze’s ontology, making truth
inseparable from the creation of novelty and becoming.
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