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Abstract
The relationship between human beings and God is one of the central themes
in Islamic philosophy and mysticism. In Ibn Tufail’s thought, as reflected in
his renowned philosophical treatise Hayy ibn Yagzan, this relationship is
explained through the concepts of the arc of descent (qaws al-nuzul) and the
arc of ascent (qaws al-su ‘ud). The key questions here are: What form does
this relationship take in Ibn Tufail’s system? How does a person attain
closeness to God and experience His presence? And what is the path that Ibn
Tufail ultimately advocates?
In his treatise, Ibn Tufail introduces us the symbolic character Hayy, and
narrates his spiritual and intellectual journey through various stages,
beginning with individuality and innate monotheism, moving through
solitude, reflection, and contemplation, and finally reaching a deeper social
and ethical dimension. Within this framework, God occupies a pivotal
position as the ultimate goal and the source of human happiness. According
to Ibn Tufail, there are two primary types of relationships between human
beings and God:
1. A personal, mystical relationship based on the soul’s separation from the

material world, which culminates in spiritual union and annihilation

(fana) in the Divine Essence.
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2. An individual-social relationship realized through adherence to the
Sharia and religious obligations.
This article seeks to explore these ideas by offering a descriptive-analytical
reading of Hayy ibn Yagzan.
Keywords: Human, God, Ibn Tufail, Annihilation, Individuality.
Introduction
Ibn Tufail (1110-1185 CE), born in the region of Granada and later active in
Morocco, was a polymath renowned for his expertise in medicine,
mathematics, philosophy, and poetry. His major philosophical contribution
is his allegorical treatise Hayy ibn Yaqzan, a profound work that blends
rational discourse with mystical insight. In the introduction to this treatise,
Ibn Tufail explains his methodology as a synthesis of rational argument,
intuitive taste, and direct observation, a harmonious combination of form and
meaning, intellect and experience. He invites his readers to engage in
independent reflection, avoiding mere imitation and blind adherence.
This text allows for the examination of several dimensions of human
existence, philosophical, mystical, social, and religious. One of its most
significant themes is the relationship between man and God. Our central
inquiry is: What types of relationships between human beings and God does
Ibn Tufail envision in this work? What paths lead to such a relationship?
Our findings suggest that Ibn Tufail views this relationship through the
framework of the arc of descent and the arc of ascent. In the arc of descent,
human beings are endowed with certain capacities and potentials; in the arc
of ascent, they strive toward perfection and their ultimate goal, union with
the Divine. This ascent may occur through multiple means: theoretical
knowledge, connection with the Active Intellect, or mystical annihilation in
God.
In Hayy ibn Yagzan, the protagonist Hayy becomes aware of his solitude
after the death of the gazelle who raised him, a pivotal moment that initiates
his intellectual and spiritual awakening. From this point, Ibn Tufail describes
the stages of Hayy’s life: from raw individuality to conscious solitude, and
eventually to a social engagement rooted in wisdom and ethical
responsibility.
Ibn Tufail underscores the value of solitude (tawahhud), yet he also
acknowledges the existence of different human levels. While he affirms a
universal human nature (fitrah), he maintains that individuals vary according
to their capacity for reflection and effort in pursuing truth. The highest level
of perfection belongs to the prophets, who receive divine revelation. Below
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them are the sincere seekers who achieve annihilation (fana) in the Divine

Essence. A third level comprises those who, through theoretical reasoning,

gain partial knowledge of reality and the celestial intelligences.

God, in Ibn Tufail’s perspective, is the ultimate end and the source of true

happiness. The human relationship with God, therefore, takes two distinct

forms:

e A personal, mystical relationship, which culminates in union with the
Divine Essence through annihilation (fana).

e An individual-social relationship, realized through obedience to the
Sharia and religious law.

Yet Ibn Tufail notes that only a select few achieve ultimate felicity, whether
through solitary contemplation and spiritual exercises that lead to mystical
union or through communal observance of religious duties. Such perfection,
he stresses, cannot be universal, for the limitations of human nature (fitrah)
and the weakness of will prevent most people from fully attaining the truth.
Conclusion
In Ibn Tufail’s philosophy, the relationship between human beings and God
is rooted in a principle of similarity: the human soul, being immaterial and
abstracted from matter, shares an affinity with the Divine. Through the arc
of descent, Ibn Tufail emphasizes the original purity of human nature and the
empirical faculties that allow us to apprehend the world. By observing the
physical and metaphysical realms, and comparing material and immaterial
realities, the human being ascends from sense perception to theoretical
knowledge, and ultimately to intuitive, experiential knowledge.

This journey, from the sensory level to intellectual contemplation, and finally

to the mystical state of annihilation in God, represents the soul’s ascent along

the arc of return. For Ibn Tufail, this process encapsulates the full movement
from potentiality to actuality, from dispersion to unity, culminating in the
ultimate encounter with the Divine.
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