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Abstract
This article examines how the modern era, shaped by the Renaissance, the
Scientific Revolution, and the rise of new philosophical paradigms, reshaped
the very idea of God. Under the influence of Romanticism, materialism,
mechanical determinism, and deepening religious skepticism, the classical
image of a transcendent, absolute deity began to unravel.
As these intellectual currents gained ground, God came to be seen less as an
objective, eternal being and more as a concept open to interpretation, one
increasingly centered on human subjectivity. Religious language, once the
province of metaphysical truth-claims, began to function more as a vehicle
for psychological and social meaning.
David Hume’s critique of causality and his incisive attacks on the traditional
proofs for God’s existence, especially in An Enquiry Concerning Human
Understanding and Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion, proved pivotal.
His arguments undermined rational theology and cleared the path for
experiential and skeptical approaches to religion. Yet this anti-realist
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reimagining of God faces serious limitations: it struggles to express divine
essence and attributes, often overlooks the existential dimension of faith, and
fails to account for the depth of religious experience. We argue that a viable
rethinking of God today must move beyond mere critique. It requires
drawing on the rational resources of the tradition while engaging
constructively with both modern deconstruction and post-structuralist
reinterpretations. Only through such dialogue can faith be reformulated
within a contemporary, meaning-oriented horizon.

Keywords: God, Modern Age, Deconstruction, Romanticism, Rationalism,
David Hume.

Introduction

From the sixteenth century onward, modernity transformed every sphere of
life, knowledge, politics, culture, and society. Empirical science displaced
scholastic reasoning; inductive methods replaced Aristotelian syllogisms;
Locke grounded knowledge in experience; and Newton’s revolutionary
physics opened new vistas of understanding. In this intellectual climate,
religious rationality and classical metaphysics found themselves on the
defensive.

Within this shifting landscape, the traditional notion of God, as absolute,
eternal, and wholly transcendent, underwent profound change. Romanticism,
with its emphasis on feeling and imagination, helped dislodge the dominance
of rational theology. Rather than seeking transcendence through abstract
reason, Romantic thinkers looked to lived human experience and aesthetic
sensibility as the true sites of the divine.

Materialism and mechanical determinism reinforced this trend, denying
freedom and teleology and presenting the cosmos as a closed, self-sufficient
system. On the philosophical front, Hume’s analysis of causality and his
critiques of theistic proofs exposed the fragility of traditional arguments,
revealing them to rest more on habit of mind than on necessity.

In this modern context, God came to be understood less as an ontologically
independent reality than as a symbolic construct, embedded in language,
social practices, and human psychology. Yet this very deconstruction, while
liberating, left little room for positive theological claims.

This article traces how Romanticism and Hume, alongside other currents of
modern thought, fueled the deconstruction of the concept of God and paved
the way for contemporary post-structuralist theologies and meaning-centered
approaches to faith.

Conclusion
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The modern intellectual revolution, from the emotional turn of Romanticism
to Hume’s radical critique of religious rationality, profoundly reconfigured
the idea of God. Romanticism relocated transcendence from metaphysical
heights to the immediacy of human feeling and aesthetic experience. Hume,
by reducing causality to mental habit, destabilized the very foundations of
natural theology.

In this process, God gradually shifted from a self-subsistent, transcendent

being to an anti-realist, interpretive construct. But this deconstruction is not

without limits. It cannot offer a positive account of divine attributes, it

neglects the communal and existential dimensions of faith, and it struggles

to explain the richness of religious experience.

These tensions have propelled modern and contemporary theology, from

Kantian rationalism to Derridean post-structuralism, to seek new strategies

for reimagining the divine. The critique of religious rationality, far from

ending theology, becomes the necessary prelude to its renewal. From

Romantic introspection and the psychology of religion to post-structuralist

hermeneutics, the history of modern thought shows that deconstruction is not

the negation of faith but the very condition for re-envisioning it.
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