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Abstract
One of the most fundamental critiques directed at modern Western
epistemology concerns its neglect of—and failure to adequately employ—
the epistemic potential of knowledge by presence (‘ilm hudiri). Against this
background, the central question of the present paper is as follows: how can
the epistemic foundations of human understanding be restructured through a
systematic utilization of the capacities of knowledge by presence, such that
it functions not merely as one epistemic resource among others, but as the
axial center of cognition itself? Moreover, how can a rigorous and coherent
ontological system be constructed around this epistemic axis? Employing a
descriptive—analytical method, this paper seeks to present a novel
formulation of an ontological system and, consequently, to offer a renewed
blueprint for fundamental philosophy. In articulating this formulation, the
author draws extensively on the epistemic resources of earlier sages—most
notably Sadr al-Muta’allihin. The defining feature of this proposal is the
construction of a thoroughly realist philosophical system whose internal
coherence and structural unity are organized around the centrality of
knowledge by presence as its epistemic core. The foundation of Hagqg-based
ontology is developed in two main stages. The first culminates in an
existential epistemology, which is presented as an alternative to both
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foundationalism and coherentism. In this model, knowledge by presence is
not treated as a mere foundational starting point, but rather as the organizing
center of all cognition. The second stage introduces the concept of the Haqq
System as an enhanced model of Transcendent Philosophy, designed to
structure an ontological system that unfolds concentrically around this
epistemic center. Finally, after offering a literal definition of Haqg-based
ontology, the paper examines its philosophical advantages and theoretical
outcomes. It should be emphasized that the present study is primarily a
conceptual proposal concerned with the questions of “what” and “why.” A
detailed elaboration of this framework in terms of methodological design and
practical application requires further investigation and deeper philosophical
reflection.

Keywords: knowledge by presence; existential epistemology; Haqg-based
ontology; Haqq System; al-Siddiqin argument; realist philosophy.
Introduction

Where are the roots of the tree of philosophy planted, and from which soil
do they draw their vitality and strength? Which essential element, hidden
within this soil, enters the roots, is absorbed, and ultimately nourishes the
entire tree? These questions, raised evocatively by Martin Heidegger, have
persisted throughout the history of philosophy and have never received a
definitive answer. This persistent indeterminacy arises from the very nature
of philosophy and metaphysics, in which the pursuit of truth constitutes their
lifeblood. More fundamentally, it is rooted in the subject matter and ultimate
aim of philosophy itself—an object of inquiry so profound and weighty that
it has always humbled the philosopher before it.

Transcendent Philosophy (hikmat al-muta ‘aliya), following its two major
predecessors—the Peripatetic philosophy (hikmat al-mashshaiyya) and the
IHluminationist philosophy (hikmat al-ishrag)—established a philosophical
framework capable of addressing these enduring questions. This framework
has provided a stable foundation upon which Muslim philosophers have
continued to philosophize for centuries. Departing from this paradigm and
entering an entirely different philosophical framework is neither simple nor
arbitrary. This is not due to intellectual conservatism, imitation, or a lack of
critical reasoning, but rather to the immense intrinsic capacity of
Transcendent Philosophy to respond to a wide range of philosophical
challenges. Grounded in the doctrine of the primacy of existence (asalat al-
wujiid), this philosophical system exhibits a remarkable degree of resilience.
It possesses the capacity to absorb challenges—even if only after a period of
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tension—and, through processes such as substantial motion (al-karakah al-
jawhariyya) and successive internal transformations, to refine and elevate
itself. Clear examples of this dynamic adaptability can be found in the works
of contemporary Sadrian philosophers, most notably ‘Allamah Tabataba'1.
A genuine paradigm shift becomes meaningful only when an existing
paradigm encounters crises that it cannot resolve. Yet Transcendent
Philosophy, by virtue of the intellectual capacities it grants the philosopher,
continues to offer an inexhaustible potential for addressing new theoretical
challenges. This does not signal the end of philosophical inquiry; rather, it
suggests that any new philosophical system must, in one way or another,
stand upon its shoulders. In contemporary Iran, philosophical thought faces
a distinctive set of challenges: sustained engagement with modern
philosophical currents—whether continental, analytic, existential, or
postmodern; the pressing demand for the production of “Iranian knowledge,”
particularly in the aftermath of the Islamic Revolution; the dominance of
modern scientific paradigms, which often restrict opportunities for deep
philosophical self-reflection; and the growing distance between the abstract
formulations of Transcendent Philosophy and the urgent intellectual and
existential concerns of the present age. Together, these conditions pose
serious challenges for philosophical inquiry.

Existential Epistemology

Human knowledge by presence of the self-constitutes the point of departure
for the entire cognitive journey. Through this immediate awareness, the
individual attains a presentational apprehension of the principle of existence.
As the mind proceeds to transform these presentational intuitions into
representational knowledge, it articulates five foundational propositions:
“Being is,” “I am,” the principle of identity, “I am not non-existent,” and the
principle of non-contradiction. Together, these propositions form the
bedrock of all human knowledge. The apprehension of the principle of
existence as a particular mode of being leads to the unity of consciousness
(wijdan) and existence (wujiid). From this unity emerges an existential
epistemology that presents itself as an alternative to both foundationalism
and coherentism. Within this epistemological framework, knowledge by
presence of being is not merely the foundation upon which subsequent
knowledge is constructed; rather, it functions as the epistemic center of
gravity around which all cognitive acts are ordered and assessed. The truth
of all subsequent knowledge ultimately depends on its continuous referential
relation to this central, presentational reality.
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Haqqg-based Ontology

The Infinite Being is apprehended at the level of foundational propositions,
thereby laying the groundwork for a novel formulation of ‘Allamah
Tabataba'7’s Siddiqin Argument and, on this basis, establishing a new
ontological system whose intelligibility is anchored in the epistemic
centrality of knowledge by presence. Within this system, the first truth to be
affirmed after the principle of existence is God. The theory of tasha’ ‘un
(emanational manifestation) then serves to explicate the relationship between
the Infinite Being and finite existents. The doctrine of the primacy of
existence (asalat al-wujid) is here deduced as self-evident, without recourse
to external premises or inferential mediation. Moreover, the dynamic flow of
ishq (divine love) discloses the essential nature of the world. This nature—
realized in the Haqq makhlig bih (the Hagq as mediating creation) and
manifested across both the spiritual realm (malakiit) and the corporeal realm
(mulk)—assumes a celestial character and culminates in the emergence of
the Haqgq System. The defining feature of the Haqq System is the unified and
coherent movement of all beings toward a single, supreme endpoint. This
ontological unity and directionality mirror, at the level of being, the
epistemic centrality of knowledge by presence at the level of cognition. In
this way, epistemic structure and ontological order reflect and reinforce one
another within a single, integrated philosophical vision.

Conclusion

Haqqg-based ontology—grounded in knowledge by presence of being,
informed by rational intuition (shuhiid ‘aqli), and explicitly structured
around the axial centrality of knowledge by presence, with the Haqq System
at its core—constitutes a novel and rigorously realist ontological framework.
As a theoretical model, it opens wide horizons for philosophical inquiry in
first philosophy and provides the conceptual resources necessary for its
further development within both theoretical wisdom and practical wisdom.
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