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Abstract
One of the key proponents of the Platonic Forms theory during the Islamic
period was the distinguished philosopher Mir Damad. He sought to reconcile
Platonic Forms with the philosophical foundations he developed, namely
huduth dahri (metatemporal creation) and al-gada’ al-‘ayni (objective
decree). This article revisits the concept of Platonic Forms within Mir
Damad’s "Yamani Wisdom" and explores how this theory fits into his
broader intellectual framework. Mir Damad envisioned a cosmos consisting
of three realms: sarmad (perpetuity), dahr (eternity), and zaman (time).
Material entities, which exist within the sphere of time, are immutable in
relation to the immaterial entities residing in the realm of dahr. In this sense,
material and temporal entities maintain a fixed existence within dahr, and
their being remains constant in relation to God. This existence of material
phenomena in dahr forms the basis for what Mir Damad refers to as the
"objective decree” (al-gada’ al- ‘ayni), another of his unique philosophical
contributions. For Mir Damad, material phenomena—though material in the
dimension of time—possess a presential, unchanging existence before God
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in the sphere of dahr. This mode of existence of temporal beings in dahr
essentially mirrors the concept of Platonic Forms.

Keywords: Platonic Ideas, Mir Damad, Yamani Wisdom (al-Hikma al-
Yamaniyya), Metatemporal Creation (Huduth Dahri), Objective Decree
(Qada’ ‘Ayni).

Introduction

The theory of Platonic Ideas has had a profound impact on the history of
philosophy. While Aristotle strongly opposed it, other prominent
philosophers embraced it. The debate surrounding Platonic Ideas is partly
due to Plato’s fragmented and unsystematic presentation of the theory, which
led later thinkers to offer varying interpretations, either supporting or
rejecting the theory.

In the Islamic intellectual tradition, philosophers also engaged with Platonic
Ideas, seeking to justify or reinterpret them. Some figures, like 1bn Sina,
rejected the doctrine, while others, including Suhrawardi and Mulla Sadra,
adopted it enthusiastically. Al-Farabi, a major Islamic philosopher, equated
Platonic Ideas with divine intelligible forms (al-Farabi, 1986, p. 105). Ibn
Sina viewed them as universal natures that exist independently of matter (1bn
Sina, 2008, p. 320). Suhrawardi saw them as the "lords of species” (arbab
al-anwa *) governing material kinds (Suhrawardi, 2006, p. 453).

During the Safavid era in the Isfahan School of Philosophy, Platonic Ideas
continued to be a key topic. Mir Damad, a leading philosopher of this time,
sought to create a new intellectual system that integrated philosophical,
mystical, theological, and Shiite teachings. His interpretation of Platonic
Ideas was deeply embedded in his own philosophical framework. This study
re-examines Mir Damad’s approach to Platonic Forms.

To understand Mir Damad’s reading of Platonic Ideas, we must first explore
two key concepts in his philosophy: huduth dahri (metatemporal creation)
and al-gada’ al- ‘ayni (0bjective decree).

We begin with huduth dahri. Mir Damad’s philosophy addresses the issue of
huduth (origination), a long-debated topic in Islamic philosophy. Traditional
Islamic theologians defined huduth as temporal creation (huduth zamani),
where the world was once non-existent and then brought into being by God.
Philosophers, on the other hand, explained huduth as essential creation
(huduth dhati), where created entities, in their essence, are neither necessary
beings nor non-beings.

Mir Damad, however, introduces a third concept: huduth dahri (eternal-
temporal creation). For him, huduth does not simply refer to an existence that
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follows non-existence in a temporal sense, but rather an existence that

follows non-existence in a deeper, metaphysical sense. This concept of

huduth requires a cosmological framework in which existence is divided into
three realms: sarmad, dahr, and zaman.

1. No-Time (sarmad): The realm of God’s existence and attributes,
transcendent above all matter, time, and even the immaterial entities in
dahr.

2. Meta-Time (dahr): The realm of immaterial beings, devoid of motion or
time. This realm is where all temporal entities, though transient, exist in
a fixed and immutable state relative to God.

3. Time (zaman): The realm of material and temporal entities, which exist
with physical form, matter, and time.

These realms are hierarchically ordered: sarmad is ontologically superior to
dahr, and dahr is superior to zaman.
Huduth dahri arises from this hierarchy: entities in lower realms, such as the
material realm, are non-existent in higher realms like dahr and sarmad.
Temporal entities, with their spatiotemporal properties, are non-existent in
dahr, but they are fixed in their mode of existence within it. This type of
existence, which follows non-existence, is huduth dahri.
The second concept in Mir Damad's philosophy is al-gada’ al-‘ayni
(objective decree). Previous philosophers discussed the concept of divine
decree (gada’), but Mir Damad introduces a distinction. He identifies two
forms of decree: gada’ ‘ilmi (cognitive decree), which refers to God’s
knowledge of creation, and gada’ ‘ayni (objective decree), which refers to
the actualization of creation in dahr. The existence of temporal entities in
dahr, fixed and undifferentiated, is the very essence of gada’ ‘ayni.

This leads us back to Platonic Ideas. For Mir Damad, Platonic Forms are

equivalent to the fixed existence of temporal entities in the realm of dahr—

their gada’ ‘ayni existence.

Mir Damad aligns himself with Al-Farabi’s view on Platonic Ideas, and he

frequently cites Al-Farabi’s writings as validation of his own interpretation.

Additionally, Mir Damad draws on the book Theologia (often attributed to

Aristotle) to support his views, quoting passages in Al-Qabasat as evidence

for the truth of his claims.

Conclusion

As discussed, the concept of huduth dahri (eternal origination) is central to

Mir Damad’s thought. He uses this framework to interpret the Platonic

Forms, aiming to integrate them into his broader intellectual system. The
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fragmented and often ambiguous nature of Plato’s original presentation
allowed Mir Damad to offer his own unique interpretation, thereby
reinforcing his own philosophical positions.
By analyzing the views of earlier philosophers on huduth, Mir Damad finds
that neither huduth zamani (temporal creation) nor huduth dhati (essential
creation) fully captures the concept of origination. His cosmology, divided
into the realms of sarmad, dahr, and zaman, allows him to introduce huduth
dahri. In this system, all entities (ma siwa) are truly non-existent at the level
of sarmad, the realm of God's manifestation, and are originated through
huduth dahri. Material beings, however, exist in a stable form in dahr, and
this stable existence is what Mir Damad identifies with the Platonic Forms.
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