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Abstract
Hermeneutics is a field of inquiry concerned with the interpretation of sacred
texts, including the Holy Qur’an, and in recent decades it has gained
increasing prominence among commentators and scholars. Some thinkers
have gone so far as to apply systematic methodological analysis to the
understanding of divine scriptures in order to clarify the scope and
foundations of this emerging discipline. For Muslims—particularly Qur’anic
exegetes—the central concern has always been the proper understanding of
this sacred and divine text. Throughout Islamic intellectual history, scholars
have continuously sought reliable ways to uncover the meanings and
intentions of the Qur’an, just as the interpretation of other sacred texts has
been of paramount importance for adherents and thinkers within every
religious tradition. In modern times, this concern has taken shape and
developed within the framework of a formal scientific discipline known as
hermeneutics, whose practitioners aim to formulate strategies and principles
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for textual understanding. Among the most influential figures in this field is
Friedrich Schleiermacher, the Protestant theologian often described as the
“Kant of hermeneutics.” Schleiermacher proposed a theory of general
hermeneutics as a comprehensive solution for understanding all forms of
texts, whether human or divine. Although Islamic scholars did not
historically employ the term hermeneutics, the discipline of tafsir (Qur’anic
exegesis), as a core branch of the Islamic sciences devoted to understanding
and interpreting the Qur’an, is deeply connected with hermeneutical
discussions concerning textual comprehension.

Keywords: General Hermeneutics; Sacred Hermeneutics; Schleiermacher;
Ayatollah Javadi Amoli.

Introduction

As briefly outlined in the research background, hermeneutics can be divided
into three major domains: first, special hermeneutics, which formulates rules
and principles for specific fields such as law, literature, and philosophy;
second, general hermeneutics, which seeks to establish a universal method
for interpretation and understanding; and third, philosophical hermeneutics,
which reflects philosophically on the very nature and conditions of
understanding as such. Given the growing attention within the academic
community to hermeneutics and hermeneutical theories, it has become
increasingly necessary to compare these approaches with the exegetical
methodologies applied to the Holy Qur’an. One prominent contemporary
Qur’anic commentator in this regard is Abdullah Javadi Amoli, whose
comprehensive engagement with Qur’anic exegesis, Islamic mysticism, and
philosophy has secured him a central place in contemporary religious
scholarship. His views provide a valuable basis for comparison with
Schleiermacher’s hermeneutical theory.

There are both similarities and differences between Schleiermacher’s general
hermeneutics and Javadi Amoli’s specific methodology for understanding
the Qur’an. Their shared points include: similarities in definitions, the
objectivity of meaning, the possibility of interpreting sacred texts, the
dependence of the text on its author, the necessity of knowing the author, the
perfectibility of understanding, modes of expression, obstacles to
understanding, the existential connection between interpreter and author,
interpreting the text through the text itself, and the rejection of arbitrary
interpretation (tafsir bi al-ra’y). Nevertheless, the presence of these
similarities alone should not lead to the conclusion that the two approaches
are entirely identical.
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Conversely, important differences can be identified, such as the distinction
between general hermeneutics and sacred hermeneutics, the possibility or
impossibility of complete unity between interpreter and author, differences
in goals and purposes, the role of the reader’s spiritual state, varying levels
and layers of understanding and knowledge, the function of the author’s
pronouns, differing views on textual ambiguity or clarity, attention to extra-
textual elements, the respective roles of reason and revelation, the
universality of understanding versus the specificity of divine knowledge, and
the necessity of tradition (Sunnah). At the same time, identifying these
differences should not result in the conclusion that the two perspectives are
wholly opposed.
A quantitative and content-based comparison indicates that the points of
similarity are more numerous than those of difference. However, the primary
aim of this study is not to issue a final judgment, but rather to carefully
present and analyze the extracted similarities and differences. These were
identified without attempting to reinterpret one theory in favor of the other.
Accordingly, both the shared and distinct components of these two
approaches merit thoughtful consideration.
Using an analytical-descriptive method to examine the research data, this
study arrives at the conclusion that the identical definitions of interpretation
and hermeneutics offered by both thinkers arise from a shared
epistemological commitment to the objectivity of meaning. Their common
ground in the epistemological domain stems from the author-centered and
text-centered orientation that characterizes both approaches. By contrast, the
observed differences in ontological, teleological, and epistemological
dimensions can be traced back to their distinct foundational assumptions,
each of which carries its own theoretical implications.
Conclusion
The overall outcome of this research is that both the similarities and the
differences between Schleiermacher’s general hermeneutics and Javadi
Amoli’s Qur’anic hermeneutics ultimately derive from their respective
assumptions and foundational principles. Consequently, it would be
methodologically unsound to judge their relationship in terms of complete
compatibility or total opposition through a superficial or unscientific
comparison.
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