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Abstract
This article seeks to address one of the central crises of contemporary
humanity through the framework of Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Philosophy:
namely, the question of the nature of true and authentic freedom—its path,
its ultimate end, and its defining components and characteristics. Within this
philosophical system, freedom can be understood as drawing near to the
Infinite Truth. Building on this definition, the article offers a precise account
of the meaning of “drawing near” (tagarrub) and clarifies the nature of the
path that leads to freedom. In Transcendent Philosophy, the movement
toward freedom—or, conversely, toward captivity—takes place within the
human being itself, specifically within the domain of the soul (nafs).
Accordingly, self-knowledge, or ma ‘rifat al-nafs, constitutes the true path to
freedom. The individual who attains presential and intuitive knowledge of
the self sets foot upon the path of liberation. As self-knowledge deepens,
one’s degree of freedom and existential expansiveness correspondingly
increases, since knowledge of the self is inseparably linked with knowledge
of the Divine, the Infinite Truth. This process continues until the individual
reaches the highest degree of freedom attainable for a human being. The
definition of freedom as “drawing near to the Infinite Truth” can be
distinguished from other conceptions of freedom by at least seven key
characteristics: (1) a comprehensive understanding of human reality, (2) a
firmly monotheistic foundation, (3) harmony with human innate nature
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(fitra), (4) an intrinsically ethical orientation, (5) a grounding in rationality
and dignity, (6) adherence to divine law (shari‘a), and (7) a teleological
orientation toward an ultimate and meaningful end.

Keywords: freedom, philosophy of freedom, self-knowledge, human nature,
Mulla Sadra, Transcendent Philosophy

Introduction

1. The Problem of Defining Freedom

Among the many theories of freedom, providing a precise definition—one
that neither undermines the foundations of human existence nor conflicts
with the essential dimensions of true humanity—is a task of fundamental
importance. Such a definition serves to distinguish genuine freedom from its
illusory counterparts. This article makes several contributions in this regard.
It proposes a novel and philosophically grounded definition of freedom
rooted in Transcendent Philosophy; integrates both the negative and positive
dimensions of freedom within a unified framework; applies Sadraean
thought to one of the most pressing concerns of contemporary humanity; and
highlights a conception of freedom capable of addressing the existential
crises of modern life while illuminating the purpose and meaning of human
existence. Furthermore, it offers an account of freedom that, when extended
to the human sciences, holds the potential to transform them from their
current condition into a more integrated and ideal form.

In this sense, the present study represents a modest attempt to demonstrate
the enduring vitality and applicability of Sadraean wisdom in engaging with
contemporary intellectual challenges.

2. Foundational Components of Freedom in Transcendent Philosophy
The concept of freedom as derived from Transcendent Philosophy rests upon
several interrelated components:

First, it is fundamentally rooted in the human self. True freedom must be
sought inwardly. As long as the deeper dimensions of the self remain bound
by base and purely animalistic desires, genuine freedom cannot be realized
in any external domain. Second, freedom is inherently purposeful. Its
ultimate orientation is toward the Infinite Truth—the Divine—which
constitutes its final end. In this sense, Sadraean freedom is intrinsically
teleological, and this orientation carries significant implications for other
domains, including the meaning of life. Third, freedom unfolds in degrees
and stages. It extends from the narrow confines of ego-centered existence to
the boundless horizon of pure Divine Reality. Fourth, it encompasses both
negative and positive dimensions simultaneously. Liberation from lower,
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ego-driven constraints (negative freedom) is inseparable from entry into
higher levels of existential realization (positive freedom).

3. Definition of Freedom

Within Transcendent Philosophy, the essence of freedom can be defined as
drawing near to the Infinite Truth. Freedom, therefore, is not a static
condition but a dynamic journey. Its point of departure is the “lower self” (or
ego), while its destination is the Infinite Truth. Accordingly, freedom exists
in degrees. The extent of a person’s freedom is determined by their degree
of proximity to the Infinite Truth. The closer one draws to this Reality, the
greater one’s existential expansiveness, universality, and freedom become.
As individuals transcend their present limitations, they ascend to higher
levels of being and, consequently, to higher degrees of freedom.

4. The Essence of Drawing Near (Tagarrub)

Closeness to the Divine is achieved through liberation from non-existential
limitations and constraints. The more an individual sheds these contingent
determinations—rooted in ego and limitation—the nearer they come to the
Truth of Existence, which is free from all such constraints. At this stage, the
individual perceives and experiences the Divine Reality with increasing
clarity. Given that the human being is understood as a purely relational
existence, their very essence is oriented toward and grounded in the Divine,
who is the Simple Reality (basit al-haqgiga) and the Infinite Truth.

Thus, the highest degree of human existence corresponds to the most
expansive and comprehensive participation in this Reality. The only genuine
path to divine proximity, absolute freedom, and unrestricted existence is
therefore the path of self-knowledge.

5. Human Existence as Path

In this framework, the path (sirar) is not something external or pre-given that
human beings merely traverse. Rather, the human being actively constitutes
and becomes identical with the path through their actions, moral character,
and beliefs. When one aligns one’s actions, ethical dispositions, and beliefs
with divine revelation (the Qur’an) and sound rational understanding, one
moves toward greater freedom, existential expansion, and the reception of
divine mercy. Conversely, through erroneous beliefs, flawed character traits,
and improper actions, one intensifies one’s own limitations, thereby moving
toward constraint and distance from the Divine.

6. The Essence of Self-Knowledge

Self-knowledge is inseparable from knowledge of God. Because the human
soul is essentially dependent upon and in need of the Divine, any true
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understanding of the self necessarily entails an understanding of its ultimate
ground. The human being is, in essence, a relational existence. To intuitively
perceive this relational nature is to perceive the One to whom it relates. Since
the Divine is the ontological foundation of the human being, genuine
knowledge of the dependent cannot be achieved without knowledge of its
foundation. The path to self-knowledge, therefore, involves turning toward
the Divine and turning away from all that distracts or veils the self from its
true reality. Through this process, one comes to perceive the soul as it truly
is—through immediate, presential knowledge. In recognizing one’s absolute
dependence upon the Necessary Existent, one simultaneously comes to know
God through direct and intuitive awareness.

7. The Ultimate Degrees of Freedom

Freedom unfolds across multiple degrees, corresponding to the various levels
of human existence, which extend from the material realm to the highest
levels of reality. The Divine represents the ultimate end of all perfection, as
He is the absolute and unconditioned reality of all beauty and perfection.
The degree of proximity to the Divine depends on the extent to which a being
is freed from its limitations. The fewer the limitations, the closer the being is
to Absolute Reality—and thus, the greater its freedom.

Conclusion

The definition of freedom as “drawing near to the Infinite Truth” within
Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Philosophy is distinguished by at least seven
defining characteristics: (1) its comprehensive account of human reality, (2)
its monotheistic foundation, (3) its harmony with human nature, (4) its
ethical orientation, (5) its grounding in rationality and human dignity, (6) its
adherence to divine law, and (7) its orientation toward an ultimate and
meaningful end. These features collectively distinguish Sadraean freedom
from other conceptions, presenting it as a deeply integrated, dynamic, and
teleological account of human liberation.
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