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Abstract
One of the significant dimensions of the doctrine of Resurrection is the
concept of Gathering (Hashr) and its scope on the Day of Judgment. Given
the importance of this issue in theological discourse, the present study
employs a library-based method for data collection, a documentary approach
for source citation, and a descriptive-analytical method for examining the
problem. It identifies and extracts Qur’anic verses related to the scope of
non-human gathering and offers a comparative evaluation of the views of
commentators from both major Islamic traditions (Shi‘i and Sunni), with
particular focus on Ibn ‘Arabi, Sadr al-Muta’allihin, and ‘Allamah
Tabataba'1. Their points of agreement and divergence are analyzed in detail.
The findings indicate that, although some commentators—contrary to the
apparent meanings of the verses, intra-Qur’anic evidence, and rational
arguments—restrict the concept of Gathering to human beings, others extend
it to encompass all entities, including animals, inanimate objects, and angels.
A third group remains non-committal on the issue. In the latter view, the
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Hashr of inanimate objects signifies a form of presence and, similar to angels,
differs in meaning from Resurrection in its full theological sense.
Keywords: Qur’an, commentators, universality of Hashr, teleology of
creation, Ibn ‘Arabi, Sadr al-Muta’allihin, ‘Allamah Tabataba 1.
Introduction

Resurrection (ma‘ad) is one of the foundational principles of Islamic belief.
This central doctrine encompasses multiple dimensions, among which the
concept of “Gathering” (Hashr) and its scope stands out as particularly
complex and debated. The significance of Hashr is such that the Day of
Judgment itself is referred to as the “Day of Gathering.” In light of this
importance, various intellectual traditions—especially among mystics,
philosophers, and theologians—have addressed this issue either explicitly or
implicitly within their broader discussions.

A survey of the literature reveals two primary perspectives. One group limits
Hashr to human beings (and, in some cases, jinn), while another extends it
to include other creatures as well. The absence of a consensus, combined
with the theological significance of the issue, underscores the need for a more
precise and comprehensive account. In this context, Qur’anic verses, as the
primary source of Islamic knowledge, play a decisive role in clarifying the
scope of Hashr. However, understanding the Qur’anic position requires
careful examination within the framework of exegetical traditions.

An analysis of the commentaries shows that many exegetes have addressed
this issue in relation to relevant verses. Particularly noteworthy are figures
who integrate theological, philosophical, and mystical approaches. Among
them, Ibn ‘Arabi—primarily known as a mystical exegete—Mulla Sadra as
a leading philosopher, and ‘Allamah Tabataba'1 as a s (comprehensive)
commentator with a philosophical-mystical orientation, stand out for their
influential contributions. With regard to the research background, some
scholars have examined this issue within broader studies, such as general
Qur’anic exegesis or works on eschatology, while others have treated it
independently in theses and academic articles. For example, Towaziani
(1395) discusses the gathering of humans and animals from the perspective
of Sadr al-Muta’allihin; Madhaji (1396) focuses on Mulla Sadra’s views; and
Nazarpur (1398), through an analysis of selected explicit verses, argues for
the universality of resurrection (ma‘ad). Similarly, studies by Zeynali (1390),
Dibaji et al. (1390), Hosseini (1399), and Mirbagheri et al. (1399)
concentrate specifically on the gathering of animals, often from the
standpoint of either ‘Allamah Tabataba'1 or Sadr al-Muta’allihin. Lotfi et al.
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(1394) argue for the non-necessity of linking gathering with divine
accountability and affirm the presence of awareness and intellect in animals,
thereby supporting their inclusion in Hashr. Kalantari (1401), however,
limits his analysis to a single verse. A close examination of the existing
literature reveals several limitations. Some works focus exclusively on
animal gathering; others examine the causes of Hashr in a fragmented
manner; and still others restrict themselves to the viewpoints of individual
thinkers. Even where Qur’anic verses and exegetical opinions are discussed,
the treatment is often partial, failing to include all key verses or perspectives.

In many cases, the distinction between resurrection (ma‘ad) and gathering

(Hashr) is not clearly maintained, and the two concepts are used

interchangeably. This conflation arises because both terms imply a form of

return or presence. However, while ma‘ad encompasses not only return but
also judgment and accountability, Hashr primarily denotes gathering and
presence. Whether Hashr itself includes judgment remains an open question.

In response to these gaps, the present study systematically identifies all major

Qur’anic verses relevant to this topic and evaluates the views of

commentators from both Islamic traditions, with particular emphasis on 1bn

‘Arabi, Sadr al-Muta’allihin, and ‘Allamah Tabataba'i. Through a

comparative approach, it highlights both convergences and divergences

among their perspectives—an undertaking that, to the best of our knowledge,
has not been comprehensively carried out in previous research.

The study is guided by the following questions:

1. What are the views of major exegetes—especially Ibn ‘Arabi, Sadr al-
Muta’allihin, and ‘Allamah Tabataba'i—regarding the scope of Hashr
beyond human beings?

2. What similarities and differences emerge from a comparative analysis of
their positions?

3. What critical observations can be made regarding these exegetical
approaches?

Addressing these questions constitutes the primary aim of this research.

It should be noted that where the views of the aforementioned commentators

are not presented, this is due to the absence of explicit statements by them

on the relevant verses. Such absence should not be taken to imply that they
held no position on the matter.

Conclusion

1. Commentators differ significantly regarding the scope of Hashr. Some
restrict it to human beings, while others extend it to all levels of



344/ Journal of Metaphysical Investigations, VVol.6, No. 12, 2025-2026, pp341-374

existence. Ibn ‘Arabl maintains that all creatures—humans, animals,
plants, and even inanimate objects—are gathered toward God due to their
ontological poverty and dependence. He supports this view through
Qur’anic verses, narrations, and the metaphysical principle of the Unity
of Being, according to which all existence is manifested on the Day of
Resurrection. Mulla Sadra likewise affirms the universality of Hashr,
arguing that every being—whether intellect, soul, animal, plant, or
inanimate object—is gathered in a manner appropriate to its ontological
level. ‘Allamah Tabataba'i also supports this broader interpretation,
drawing on both intra-Qur’anic evidence and rational arguments in
relation to many relevant verses.

Despite their differences, several key points of agreement can be
identified among these commentators. These include acceptance of
Hashr for human beings, reliance on Qur’anic themes such as “creation
and return” and the teleological structure of creation to justify extending
Hashr beyond humans, and the view that the Hashr of angels and
inanimate objects signifies a form of “presence” rather than full
participation in judgment. At the same time, they diverge in their
determination of the precise scope of Hashr, the types of arguments they
employ (textual versus rational), and their explanations of the purpose of
animal gathering—whether symbolic or retributive.
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